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Dedicated to 



 Over 4 million dogs enter shelters every year because of factors associated with dog care, health, and behavior. 

Aggressiveness, destructiveness, and disobedience are some of the biggest behavioral reasons why dogs are relinquished. 

A Puppy’s New Home, a new book series of humane & educational dog books for kids, was formed because we believe 

proper education in our communities can lead to healthier, happier dogs and families. It is our hope that by equipping 

families with these reference guides it will help decrease the number of dogs that end up without homes and instead 

create safe and loving environments. 

 Humane education teaches children about the importance and value of kindness and empathizing with both 

animals and people helps prevent animal creulty and dog bites. Children are more successful in safe and loving 

environments and so are your family’s pets. According to a 2008 study in the Journal of Nursing, titled, Risk Factors in 

the Mutual Relationship Between Children and Dogs, a child’s risk of being bitten by a dog relates to three things:

  1. A child’s knowledge of dog body language

  2. How a child perceived his or her authority over the family dog

  3. How often a child was allowed to engage in risky behavior

 According to Christine Hibbard (CTC, CPDT-KA), “The first risk factor pointed out in this study of a child being 

bitten by a dog was a child’s inability to understand how a dog communicates.” She continues to point out that closely 

monitoring children and dogs is simply not enough. Education combined with 

supervision is the best way to prevent dog bites and keep our children and family pet safe and happy. The characters in 

A Puppy’s New Home speak directly to the child alerting him or her on how to read their body language, when a parent 

should be present, and training tips.

 There are many factors that must be considered before adopting a new dog as a member of your family including 

time, space, and expense. A Puppy’s New Home wants to help bring these topics to the table for discussion. We all know 

puppies are cute and cuddly, but let us not forget the commitment and responsibility that comes with being a good pet 

owner.

 When reading this book, you may come across unfamiliar or bolded words; you can find definitions and additional 

readings in the resource section at the back of the book. 

 Happy reading and share this book with your communities so that we can work together to create 

safe happy homes for our families and furry friends!  

Hi! We are the crew of A Puppy’s New Home! 
We are excited to teach you how to be safe with your 

family dog and other dogs you may meet along your way.



How to properly greet a new friend.
GREETINGS

I love making new friends, but it is best if an adult is with us. 

I do NOT like to be teased, poked, or to have my tail pulled.
Be careful! 

I might bite if I am growling, if I am backing up,
or if I am showing my teeth. 

Sometimes when I am nervous or scared, 
I may bite. 



The best way to greet me is to squat down, turn a little to the 
side, and pat your thighs. When I am ready to meet you, 

I will sniff and lean towards your legs. 
Please keep your fingers in a fist if you are reaching to pet me 

for the first time. 

Keep your hands where I can see them; do not pet me hard on top 
of the head. I like it best when you scratch my chest or the side of 

my neck. 

Please help me be kind. Ask your friends to be nice 
and use their manners in our home.

People and dogs both have to learn manners.



Meet my mom! She is very protective.
Remember, you will need an adult present before you 

approach a mother dog and her pups. 



How to be responsible around your eating dogs.

Eating & Feeding

I love food! 
It’s one of my favorite 

things after
playing and napping!



Be Careful!

When I am eating please do NOT:
Stare into my eyes

Take my food before I am finished
Put your hands near my mouth

I might bite you if you are not
responsible and safe.

Dogs are territorial! 
We protect what we love; sometimes that means our family 

and sometimes that means our food.

If you love me and want 
us both to be safe, please 

respect my space. 



How to be responsible around sleeping dogs.

Naptime & Reflexive Biting Naps are important for you and for me.



Please do not wake me, kiss me, or move me 
while I am sleeping. 

Suddenly waking me can cause me to become 
surprised or nervous.

The startle reflex is instinctive in animals, and it is not uncommon for 
a sleeping dog to bite when awakened by petting, kissing, or other 

physical interactions. 
I might bite out of reflex, not because I am mad.



How to be responsible and safe around relaxing dogs.

Space & Aggressive Biting Sometimes I like to rest, to chew on my bone, or 
to play with my toy.



How does it make you feel when someone 
takes away your toy? 

Please do not take my toy away 
because I don’t like it either. 

 I might bite if I am bearing my teeth, growling, 
have a rigid tail, and hair sticking up on all ends.

Let go and back away.



Understanding the difference

Mouthing, Nipping and Play-Biting 

Dogs enjoy playing, chewing, and investigating people and 
objects. Sometimes that means we may nibble on your fingers and 

your toes. 

Play-Biting
Dogs may not know to be gentle if kids try to 

join in on dog playtime, too.

Be careful, these are things I might not like: 
Hugs

Staring games
Horseback riding

Yelling and loud noises

Mouthing

At first it can be fun, but one 
day, a nip can turn into a bite.

Nipping

At first Prey-Drive behavior can 
be funny, until I break your skin.



Learn the warning signs
 and protect yourself.

Dogs are Friends
AND Animals

Never approach growling, barking, or scared dogs.
If I am behind a fence, or in a car, leave me alone! 

Dogs protect their family, property, and space.
We do not always like strangers! Please do not try to greet me 

alone. Ask an adult to show us how to be friends.



If a dog comes up to you without an adult, 
pretend you are a tree:

Be very still 
Make a ball with your fists

Avoid eye contact

Protect Yourself!
If you see a dog without a leash and a friend, 
do not try to greet the dog without an adult.

Slowly walk away from the dog ONLY 
when the dog walks far away from you first.

If the dog chases you:
Feed or give the dog an object like your jacket or 

backpack, anything that can separate you from the dog, 
then slowly back away.

Do NOT try to outrun us. We are very fast! 

If you fall or the dog knocks you down:
Curl into a ball with your knees to your chest.

Lock your hands together behind your neck to protect 
your neck, ears, and face.

Remain silent and still.

The dog may sniff you and walk away. 
When you are out of the dog’s sight, slowly walk 

towards safety and tell an adult. 



Adults can help protect you in many ways: 
Learn more about proper dog care and safety. 

Train your family dog 
Teach you how to train your dog

Practice how to behave safely around dogs

Supervise ALL child and dog interactions.
Families should work together so we are all safe!

Thank you so much for learning how to be safe around dogs! This is 
the beginning of a beautiful friendship. Learn more from your local 

humane society, dog trainers, your veterinarian, and by reading books 
and articles online.



Resources 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/virtual-pet-behaviorist/

dog-behavior/mouthing-nipping-and-play-biting-adult-dogs
 

K9 Station
http://www.k9station.com/articles/playbiting.htm

The Art & Science of Animal Behavior
http://drsophiayin.com/blog/entry/was-it-just-a-little-

bite-or-more-evaluating-bite-levels-in-dogs

Dog Mouthing & Prey Dive 
http://www.training-your-dog-and-you.com/Mouthing.html

Glossary
Aggressive: Mean and unfriendly actions towards others; ready to argue or start 
fights. In dogs, this usually refers to snarling, growling, lunging, 
snapping, and biting. 
Investigate: To look into carefully and closely to learn the facts about the object. 
Instinctive: A powerful motivation or natural impulse. 
Interaction: Action of one upon another or others; action in response to 
others during communication. 
Mouthing: All dogs play and interact using their jaws, teeth and tongue. Dogs 
“mouth” and play-bite throughout their lives to learn how hard or soft they 
should bite, and to keep their mouths strong and serve their purpose.
Nipping: To press sharply between two points; bite or pinch. Dogs may do this to 
tell us that they want attention or to play. 
Play-Biting: Serves as an important purpose in a dog’s life. Because dogs use their 
mouths to interact with their world (unlike humans, who usually use their hands), 
jaw-wrestling and play-biting are important parts of a dog’s social behavior.  
Prey Drive: This is the instinctive/natural behaviour of a dog to find, pursue and 
capture prey.  
Protect: To defend or keep safe; shield from danger or harm.
Reflexive Biting: Dogs may lash out when awakened by touch. To protect your-
self and family, get in the habit of clapping your hands, calling out, stomping your 
feet, or making some other sound from a distance to awaken your dog before 
you approach.
Startle Reflex: Defensive response to sudden or threatening interaction or 
environment. 
Territorial: Behavior towards others that shows ones defensiveness of his or her 
property, area, and/or home to protect it.  





Author

A.J. Richards, from an early age, has been surrounded by family pets: 
dogs, cats, horses, deer, hamsters, gerbils and many others to name 
a few. Also, she had numerous shelter pets throughout her adulthood.
 She earned her BA in American Literature and a MPA, all 

while working with at-risk youth for a Nebraska non-profit. 
She now lives in Berkeley, California.

Illustrator

Rayah Jaymes is an illustrator of over 10 books, chef, and musician 
that comes from an incredibly large multicultural family which 

continues to inspire her art and story telling. She aspires to illustrate 
many more books that educate children and their parents about the 

diverse world around them and how they can make it better everyday 
in everything they do.

Find her and more of her books at www.vcartist.com


